Sd ge, Ore 


“ =@'.x Approved For Release 20 0teiieientahilde DPS2-00457R00020 
COATSAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP 
INTELUIGENCE REPORT — 5x1A2g 


CuNTRY  Keypt DATES 95x1X6 
. 
SUSGES ReterLorating State of Centie-iosien RIOT x : 
Relations ies SIST, 20 January 19h7 
$ . PAGES 2 
25X1A6a SUPPLEMENT 


OVIGIN 
25X1X6 


the conflict betvean Moslemal @ 
information reached tha Fore fifsire Ministry to.the-eitoct that a note 
bas been sent to thea UN Securit ouncil by Coptic leaders, in an appeal 

So eonsider the fate of this Christian minority after the British will hera 
evacuated Egypt. Accordingly, instructiona were sant to Abdyal~Resal 
aleSanhuri, who ia representing Egyot at the Council » to ascertain the 
nature of this action. 
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2. Ceoptie grlevances coatinue to anphesize tha inereasing diffievlties 
migountered by the Coptic commmity in performance of their normal funetdLons 
ig, their countey of origin. The following adverse conditions are amuneraiberls 


ia.) The goverment is ciscouraging the employment. ef Copts in 
civil service. Since 1942 this trend has eradually grove to 
Widux proportions, affecting the higher offices, Tn the 
Wafdist Cabinet, during the years 19)2h%hh, there were 
always two Coptic Ministers, After Malren Uhayd's dwell, 
mly ene Copt remained. At present Salib Sant holds. like 
343 predecessor, Seba Bahashi, the couparatively unimportant 
post. of Rinistes of Commerce. 


12) Phere are mi longer Coptie Undarsecretaries » Anbassadors or 
Winisters, Covesuors, Mudirs or Maemurs, There are fawer 
Vopts in einer positions in other departments. 


(ce) The more important, non-Egyptian sommercial enterprises and 
the banks have been advised to enmloy Moslens only. No 
distinction is nade between Egyrtians and non~-Egyptians o 


(i) For new appointaents in elvil service the ratio of 1 to 18, 
which is the proportion of the Conptie-Hoslen population 
in Egypt, is not maintained, in spite of tha fact that 80 
per cent of the Moslems are iliiterate. The number cf Copts 
trained to hold highly skilled jobs in many types of work 
is estimated to aqual that of the available Moslems for 
sorvesponcing positions. Yet discriminations are wide~ 
spread. Of 15 ongineers recently required by the Shell 
Company, most of the applicants were opts, but only fax 
ELD. accepted, against 11 Moslens.: 
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{o) The Copts resent the facet that the Ceyptian Broadcasting 
Company recularly expounds the moran each day, denying to 
them the privilese of interpreting the Bible » although 
the exnenditurc for waintaining this service is borne 
by both Copts and Uoslems. 


To renedy this situation a comnittee of Coptic leaders was created 
some tine ago to defend the basic Coptic richts, among these is 
the vrivilege to build churches without specific permission from the 
Linistry of the Interior, ‘The Goptic Patriarch, Amba Yusab it, 


has in vain appealed to dl~Aghar Sheilhs, to have this ruling abrogated. 
f 2 : oS 


AS a result, many applications for permission to erect Coptic churches 
have been ignored, 


Although the British sanction appears strictly to be confined to 
noral support of the Cepts, appeals by Coptic individuals who have 
been deprived of their tichts by the Moslems continue to pour in 

at the British EMDassy, indicating that the Sopts have never ceased 
to repard the British as the ultinete champion of their C8USA. 

The critics of this implicd Coptio-British alliance, the Ikhwan ale 
Nuslimin in particular, charse that this British policy is calevlated 
to precipitate a Coptics|'oslem rift, whieh will permit the British 
to intervene in Ngyptian internal affairs, 


The daily paper nublished by the Coots has proved an unreliable 
index. of their true feelings, largely because of the opportunistie 
career of Salama Musa, the Coptic writer. At the end of 19h 

and in 1945 iMusa manifestce considerable friendship for the 
Aucricans, suddenly espovsinc @ oreUritish outlooks Two months 
aco he lost the British suoport and is now vublishing articles 
attacking the British and urging the repudiation of the projected 
oidqi-Bevin treaty. Finally, Salama Musa, who has earned a 
reputation for being a leftist writer, has often advocated communist 
Principles as the only sure sethod of eianeipating the enslaved 
peoples, 
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